
A T  A  G L A N C E

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

Founder and Editorial Director
Michael Slater

mslater@mdr.zd.com

Publisher and Editor in Chief
Linley Gwennap
linley@mdr.zd.com

Senior Editor
Jim Turley

jturley@mdr.zd.com

Senior PC Analyst
Peter N. Glaskowsky

png@mdr.zd.com

Associate Editor: Kathy Acuff

Editorial Board
Dennis Allison Rich Belgard

Brian Case Jeff Deutsch
Dave Epstein Don Gaubatz

John Novitsky Bernard Peuto
Nick Tredennick John F. Wakerly

Editorial Office

298 S. Sunnyvale Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-6245

Phone: 408.328.3900 Fax: 408.737.2242

Microprocessor Report (ISSN 0899-9341) is published
every three weeks, 17 issues per year. Rates are: N. America:
$595 per year, $1,095 for two years. Europe: £450 per year,
£795 for two years. Elsewhere: $695 per year, $1,295 for
two years. Back issues are available.

Published by

President: Peter Christy
pchristy@mdr.zd.com

Business Office

874 Gravenstein Hwy. So., Suite 14
Sebastopol, CA 95472

Phone: 707.824.4004 Fax: 707.823.0504
Subscriptions: 707.824.4001

cs@mdr.zd.com

Copyright ©1997, MicroDesign Resources. All rights re-
served. No part of this newsletter may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means without prior written permission.

Winner, Computer Press Award, 1993, 1994

MICRODESIGN
R E S O U R C E SR E S O U R C E S

MICROPROCESSOR REPORT

World Wide Web: www.MDRonline.com
Advanced 3D Chips Show Promise. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
3Dlabs’ Glint accelerator stands out as the best performer among
high-end 3D chips for PCs. Other 3D chips—including new versions
of Rendition’s Vérité, RSSI’s PixelSquirt, and VideoLogic’s PowerVR
chips—are using innovative architectures in an attempt to catch up
with 3Dlabs. We expect these radical new architectures, as well as
Microsoft’s Talisman, will ultimately achieve performance leader-
ship once conventional 3D architectures approach their limits.
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Although Intel’s competitors may think all x86 processors are the
same, Intel’s chips are less likely to have compatibility problems or
unexpected performance shortfalls, factors that justify a premium
price. PC buyers must decide whether the prices offered by Intel’s
competitors are low enough to overcome these potential issues.
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SGS-Thomson raises Metaflow stake; Motorola extends 860 line at
top, bottom; LSI Logic develops digital-camera chip; Trident, Neo-
Magic combine graphics, DRAM; 250-MHz 604e chips trickle into
market; Windows CE running on NEC’s R4300; Erratum: ATI per-
spective correction.
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Several vendors have released Pentium modules aimed at embedded
applications. Products from Fujitsu, Intel, MicroModule, and
Radisys all combine Pentium processors with L2 cache and “north
bridge” system logic, eliminating the need to deal with Pentium’s rel-
atively complex system bus and providing a simple solution for
designers embedding a Pentium CPU.
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Leading PC industry analysts see room in the market for new plat-
forms such as WebTVs and network computers. They are even bull-
ish on Java, although not in the same way Sun is. But they see these
new platforms as adding to the market, not replacing the traditional
Wintel PC. Living-room PCs, another hot topic, didn’t go over well
with our panel of experts at last month’s PC Tech Forum.

The Slater Perspective: User Interfaces—Beyond Keyboards . . . . . 15
Even today’s microprocessors offer the power to support much-
improved user interfaces, incorporating handwriting and speech
recognition as well as more automation of users’ needs. Continued
improvement in user interfaces will spur demand for even faster
microprocessors.
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